
 

PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
KAREN REED

The annual meeting oftbe Sachse Historical Society was held on Sunday, April 17, 2005 at
2:00 p.rn. The chapel of Smith Funeral bome was the location ofthe business meeting and
guest speaker, because it is across the street from the unfinished museum.

President Jeff Haupt reponed on the progreu ofthc museum construction. A colored
rendering of the proposed final project was shown, as ~U as the breakdown of the building
phases. M aCme annual meeting, the roofand porch framing ha~ been buih, and new
\Ooincio\lo'S installed Yet to be completed ill Phase One are the insuillation ora copper-eolored
metal. roof: some interior finishing, and iron fencing replicating the original fence around
William Sachse's home. Phase Tv.'O ",ill include gingerbread trim on the porch, a gazebo, and
the shelter for Sachse's historil:: fire truck. Seeing the progress and plans take shape is very
exciting for the~ woo baxe had this ,ision for quite some time.

LIo)'d Henderson. the firstp~t ofthe group, described the founding ofthe historical
society. He related recent history ofthe ciIy o(Sachse, including stories and anecdotes about
the Chamber ofCommercc caboose, chosen to I.ink present-day Sachse to its history ",ith lhe
railroad. (_DO _))

Members &. guestS adInire progress on the Sachse MUSINlll coosuuction.
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SUE'S EDITORIAL

In the excitment of seeing our 20th century building
gel a 21st century remodeling to resemble a 19th
century building (are you still with me?), we must not
forget that the building is only one element of
growing the Sachse Historical Society. The most
important element is people! Some of them are:

1) people orthe past whose stories and belongings
leU us who we are.
2) people aCthe present who take the trouble to
contribute family treasures complete with the
information that makes them hislOric,

3) people oCthe future who will benefit from our
efforts.

11Je Texas Hisorical Commission teaches
preservation workshops; the next one is June 20-23
in Austin. For the Sachse Historical Musewn to be
ready for its next phase, we need people and
anifacts. Let us know how )'Ou wan! to participate.

JeffHaupt 972·530-3049

Joe Stone 972-495 1231

Sue Dillard 973-475·3033

DALLAS COUNTY
PIONEER ASSOCIATION

RANDALL COOPER

An exciting event, celebrating the 150th anniversary
of Dallas' La Reunion Colony, will be held on
Thursday evening, June 16 from 6:00·9:00 p.rn.
Exhibits, demonstrations, and hosts and guests
dressed in pioneer costumes will honor the early
days of Dallas history. It will be held at the Wilson
House and adjouing park in the 2900 block of Swiss
Avenue. All members are invited to attend and be
recognized by the Master of Ceremonies. Bob
Phiullips (Country ReponerO.

Activies will include music by Ye Merrie Olde
Players, brick making, iron works, and games.
Descendants of the early colonists will demonstrate
some early crafts and trades. A shon play by the
Amateur Community Theater of Rowlett will re­
enact the colonists' journey from the European
homeland to Texas. It will be presented throughout
the evening at the Wllson House.

La Reunion was established in 1855, on the banks of
the Trinity River, by a number of French, Belgian,
and Swiss families. 1bough the colony was not
maintained, most of the families remained in the area
and many Dallas streets and buildings bear their
~,.

Sachse Historical Society members who dress up
and join the festivities may get ideas and inspiration
to create a similar celebration when our new
museum is dedicated!

"DESCENDENTS OF THE
EARLY COLONISTS WILL
DEMONSTRATE EARLY
CRAFTS AND TRADES."
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PAST, PRESENT, AND
FUTURE, CONTINUED

The final pleasure "''lIS adjourning to the museum-in­
progress for refreshments. conversation, and photos.
While builder Scott Wil1iams of Williams Contracting
and architect Bill Siebert explained their techniques
for a museum that resembles William Sachse's
decorative octagonal house, editor Patty Mantegna
took pictures for Sachse's new De\\'Sp3jXt.

The building project bas bcm reatlyaided by I

generous donation boooring Jasper Nt....'on Sachse,
and Ma)'Of Mike Felix presenled some oflhal
1eader's desceodants a monwncm 10 stand at the
museum's entrance in his memory.

HistoricaJ Society President kffHaupl &: Treasurer
Joe Slone bracket founding fiunilies' Imogene
Evans receiving the memorial plaque from Sachse
Ma)'or Mike Felix.

2005-2006 SHS
BOARD ELECTED

SUE DILLARD

• Two new members orttle historical society were
added 10 tbe Board of Directors al the annual
meeting. They were Eileen McConneU and Chris
Scourgie.

• As. former treasum- for Saclr>e Methodist
Church, Eileen has kept records and anifacts
rek:\'lUU 10 that historic and recently depaned
building.

Chris has lent his professional skills 85 III

arehitecllo the historical society in the past, and
he has agreed to become active again. This help
will be especially welcomed by the society when
Bill Siebert moves.

President Jeff'Haupt and Treasurer Joe Stone ....ill
continue their Ieadship for aoolher )'elll', and
Hazel Gregory ....ill sen-e as secretary. Helen and
J.e. Ledbetter will move to ahemate member
status, while Louise Conant, Karen Reed, Sue
Dillard, and Eberhard Hermann will colllinue as
aeti'-e board members.

LEARN MORE ABOUT
SACHSE SITES IN

SACHSE REMEMBERED
FOR SALE FROM SHS

$25.00
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MOLLY BRAND GRISSOM
KAREN REED

Molly Brand Grissom, the last surviving grandchild of William Sachse, passed away on February 12, 2005;
beT fuoeraI was February 15,2005. Oflhe fourteen children of William Sachse, len lived to aduhbood and
five spent their enliR: Ihoes inlhc: Sachse area; Wdliam Alfred, lK., Jasper Nev.'ton, Missouri Ann, and
Elisabeth Alabama. Elizabeth Alabama.. Molly's mother, .....as William's youngesl daugbter.
MOlly ....115 born 00 October 20, 1913, to AIal:Ja.n. and her husband, AJbert Rosco Brand, and she had eleven
brothers and sisl:ers. She ....'aS married almost fifty years to Jack K. Gmsom, who
died En. 1981, and the Sachse)legacy continues through ber daughter and son-in­
law, six grandchildren, ten great-g.nmdchildren, and one great-great-grandchild.
Molly Grissom .....as actively involved in connnuruty life. She worked at SoUlhem
Aircraft during World War II, then at Tiche's Department store, and Republic
Bank in GarIaDd. She ....'aS a lifelong member oftbe First Christian ChutCh, and
"''as also a member nfthe Ruth Mix Sunday school class, Garland Book Club,
DWF Group, Mes Amies. and Daugbtm of the Republic ofTexas.


